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For all that Vehbf is the mine of culture, like the gem,
He bides within the rock, unpraised, unprized, foilore, alack!

The next ghazel is an example of a curious practice very
popular about this time; this consisted in choosing as redff
some peculiar and poetically unpromising phrase and writing
to this a number of couplets, on widely different subjects,
but each closing with it in an appropriate and effective
manner. Other poets, seeing such a ghazel, would endeavour
to outdo it by themselves composing 'parallels' to it. As a
result we find in many contemporary dfwans ghazels having
the same curious redff, and with the same rime and metre,
though as a rule there is nothing to show which poet started
the game. Ghazels of this sort cannot be satisfactorily trans-
lated, as the redff calls for a different rendering in nearly
every couplet. Thus in the following ghazel, although the
redff has been given throughout by 'coil on coil', such phrases
as 'curl on curl', 'fold on fold9, or 'bend on bend* would in
some cases have been more suitable; but to have varied
the translation in this way, would have been completely to
ignore the purpose of the poet.

Ghazel. [423]

Within her cap are twined the locks of yonder fair in coil on coil,
In  sooth as 'twere the snake at rest within his laii in coil on coil.

For hinting that his waist hath passed through the gauge-plate is the wiie
In yonder wanton silver-drawer's fingeis yare in coil on coil.'

1 The hadda or 'gauge-plate' of the silvei-wire drawers is a steel instrument
pierced with several holes of different sizes through which the wire is diawn
according to the degree of fineness desired. Vehbf here fancies that the silver-
wire which the fair young craftsman is twisting and turning about in the
process of his filigree-work is being thus tortured for having suggested the
idea that the slenderness of his waist may be owing to its likewise having
passed through the gauge-plate, and for having in so doing presumed to set
up a comparison between that slender waist and itself.